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levels. State legislators in Vermont and New Hampshire have legalized same-sex marriages. At the same time,
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have held that denying gay and lesbian couples the right to marry violates their state constitution. Some state
courts have also found that domestic partnershipcivil union laws are not the constitutional equivalent of civil
marriage. These variations raise questions concerning the validity of such unions outside the contracted
jurisdiction and have bearing on the distribution of federal benefits. Questions regarding same-sex marriages
figure prominently in California. After the state supreme courts decision finding that denying same-sex couples
the right to marry violated the state constitution, voters approved a constitutional amendment (Proposition 8)
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