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Excerpt: . . . group using the extended hospital staff as the
organizational focal point. Initially, Medicare could collect and
distribute information about the practice patterns of different
ACos. ultimately, that information could be used to adjust
payments for differences in resource use and quality. using
hospital medical staffs as ACos could better align incentives to
control expenditures. the hospital could provide an
organizational locus for physicians in the area to come together
to monitor and inuence practice styles. Although the size of the
ACos would vary substantially, each of them would be much
smaller than the current national pool. Individual physicians
could therefore more readily see a link between their own
actions and their ACo meeting its target. over time, this
alternative is intended to induce physicians and other providers
to practice more as a system, optimizing care delivery and
reducing overall expenditures. there are signicant barriers to
this alternative. some argue that hospitals and physicians are
competitors who will not easily collaborate with one another,
making this type...
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