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illustrated. 1836 edition. Excerpt: . . . the state of knowledge in Socrates times, and in our own. Each period may
be considered a transition state from a relaxing, authority to a more fully established conviction. The Politician,
requiring obligations to prevent the dissolution of all the bonds of society; the Speculatist, desiring to know how
far he may urge his theories without danger to practice; and the Religious, anxious to prevent beliefsinking into
scepticism, and devotion being chilled into irreligion, may find much that deserves his attention in the conduct
and motives of Socrates. For the very end of Socrates philosophy is to fix important objects, and to develope
sufficient motives to excite men to pursue them. Socrates investigated human nature for principles, and
examined human affairs for consequences; and ascended, by the soundest inferences of reason, and the purest
dictates of conscience, to a still higher obligation. He desired something which might be made a Discipline for
the young, a Rule for the guiding of middle life, and a Support to the aged. And surely his Philosophy is
addressed to the feelings of the puresttime of life; yet stands the test to which the experience and knowledge of
manhood can put it; and its recollections and anticipations are among the best comforts of age. It affords a
system of obligation which rests on the most enlarged view of moral and physical causation. It does not indulge
in the splendid error which would separate the present from the past; yet...
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