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Forgotten Books, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English .
Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from The Travels of Marco Polo: For Boys and Girls Notes
To the student of geography Marco Polo needs no introduction. He is revered as the greatest of all travellers in
the Middle Ages, and, by more than one careful geographer, his work is believed to have led to the discovery of
the New World by the Hardy Mariner of Genoa. Before his time no explorer from Europe had traversed the
entire longitude of Asia, and given a list of its Empires and Kingdoms in the order in which they lay along his
route. He was the first traveller who told us of the Steppes of Central Asia, the Mountains and Rivers of Cathay,
the plateau of The Roof of the World, and the Desert Plains of Mongolia. He was the first to give us a detailed
description of the people of China, the pomp and splendor of the Court of Kublai Khan, the wonders of the
Indian Archipelago, the tropical luxuriance of Java and Sumatra, and the strange productions of Siam and
Laos, of Burmah and Cochin-China, and the far-oG Islands of Madagascar and Zanzibar. It was from Marco
Polo that Europe first learned of the existence of Japan, and from him, too, it derived its first knowledge of the
Land of Darkness in the Far North, and of the Arctic Ocean beyond. His description ranges from Siberia to
Ceylon, and from the Adriatic Sea to the Pacific Ocean. The story of his travels was received with incredulity,
and he died while Europe was gravely doubting its truth. It has remained for later generations to establish the
correctness of his narrative and accord him the...
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