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European Union - A Newcomer's Perspective, 11 entries in the bibliography, language: English, abstract: This
paper deals with Poland s membership in the European Union and its eHects on the Polish agriculture. The
integration of Poland s agricultural economy into the EU Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) will become one of
the key issues and has been one of the most difficult issues during the negotiations on the conditions of Poland s
membership in the EU.1 The aim of this paper is to point out the advantages and disadvantages, the costs and
benefits as well as the opportunities and threats to Poland s agricultural sector by comparing it with the
situation of Spain in the middle of the 1980 s when Spain became a new member of the European Community.
A comparison between these two states makes sense because both had quite similar starting points when they
were joining the EC/EU. Therefore, the first chapter will give a historical overview of the agricultural sector in
both states first of all. AGer that, production and export rates, proportions to each GDP and international scales
as well as prospective and present changes aGer EC/EU-membership will be shortly presented and set into
comparison. The second chapter compares the Spanish membership negotiations for its agricultural sector to
the positions of Poland. Both states gained special exceptions, privileges and transitional periods for their
agriculture which are not only useful for the farmers but for financial policy, too. These points will be described
and compared....
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