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indexed. Not illustrated. 1888 Excerpt: . form. None of these States put the matter in a distinct restrictive clause.
But New Hampshire, which was to retain on her statutebook laws excluding Catholics from office, seemed to
fear that Congress might establish Catholicity, or make religious liberty universal. It accordingly proposed: XI.
Congress shall make no laws touching religion, or to infringe the rights of conscience. But she finally adopted
the Constitution, which thus, so far as the national government is concerned, relieved Catholics from the
shameful and odious test which had so long disgraced England and her colonies. The United States under her
wise Constitution stood before the world purged from the blasphemy. In the Amendments to the Constitution of
the United States adopted, the fourth, as finally altered on motion of Mr. Ames, reads: Congress 1 Ordinances
passed at a general convention of Delegates and Representatives. of Virginia, held. the 6th of May, Anno Dom.
1776. Williamsburg p. 5. 1 Form of the Ratification, June 21, 1788; Carey, American Mu eum, iv., p. 149; vi., p. 42.
shall make no law establishing religion, or to prevent the free exercise thereof; or to infringe the rights of
conscience. The result justified the forecast of Charles Pinckney, of South Carolina, to whom the honor of
introducing the subject in the Convention is due.l The election of General George Washington as President
under the Constitution, and the happy organization of the new government, were viewed by Catholics with joy.
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